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A

NARRATIVE, &ec.

H E misfortunes of individuals
affetting only their immediate

relatives, occafion no publick concern ;
and death prefented in any of its ordi-
nary forms, though at all times awful,
is too familiar to be tremendous ; but
when numbers are involved in one¢ com-
mon fate, and that fate is attended with
circumftances of unufual horror, the
united blow is felt by the whole com-

munity, the republic itfelf is convulfed

A | by
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by the fthock,. and grief, pity, and regret,

{pread themfelves: among all orders and
conditions of men.

Thus the deceafe of a fingle citzen,
Lowever refpeftable hig charaler, how-
ever amiable his condu&, paffes unnoticed
among the daily records of mortality ;
and the number who fall i1n a battle, or
perith in: a fight, are enumerated and
recounted without emotion.; whilft the
fatality of a peftilence,. the devaftations
of an earthquske, and the terrors of a
ftorm, fix on the mind, and awaken

the paffions to fympathetic fenfibility.

Nor is this diftinction unwarranted by
reafon; the common’ lot of mortals we

arc prepared to expe, and know to be
unavoidable,
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unavoidable, and the events of war are
equally obvious and certain; but the
peftilence, the earthquake, and th¢ ftormi,
arc calamities of which no apprehenfions
are formed, and which rufh on with fuch
fudden and inevitable violenee, 48 to bid
defiance to fortitude, and baffle the efforts
of philofophic arguments.

The melancholy Cataftrophe which
is intended to be the fubjeét of the fol-
lowing pages, is of a nature fo direful,
that humanity recoils at¢ the recolle¢tion
of it ; and among the various events of
the fame deplorable kind, which have
blackened the annals of the laft forty
years, fcarce one has been attended with fo

many circumftances of aggravated woe.

A 2 Of
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Of the lofs of the Viftory, no certam
accounts have ever been received g the
prevailing opinion has been, that fhe
funk at once; and that her numerous, and

{till lamented crew, were overwhelmied
in momentary deftrution.

The fate of the Doddington Eaft-
indi!aman is too well known to require a
repetition, fhe ftruck at once on an
unknown rock, and the deftiny of the
fufferers, and thofe who e¢fcaped, was
determined in the courfe of a. very few
hours.

In the St. George, wh:ch “;as unfor-
tunately burnt in the Bay of Gibraltar,
in the year 1758, but few, in comparifon,
perifhed, relief was almoft inftantaneoufly

afforded



afforded to the furvivors, and the acci-
dent was one of thefe, which even the
cafualties of war might have occafioned,
to a fhip prepared for battle.

'

The wreck of the Ramilies on the welt-
ern coaft of England, and of the Litchfield
on the African fhore, were each of them
marked with many. circumftances of
horror ; in the former cafc no more than
24 lives were faved, outof a crew which
- confifted of near 800 ; and in the latter,
inftant death was avoided, at the expence
of a blefiing, dearer than even life itfelf,:
the furvivors being immediately reduced
to a ftate of flavery, from which they
were not emancipated till after a tedious.

and difficult negotiation ; but thefe were
koth fhips-ot war, deftined to dangerous
o and
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and advenwirous fervices, in which the
tenure of exiftence could be only pre-
carioufly held, and muft be confidered to
be fubje& to the variety of contingencics
ever annexed to fuch employments.

The lafs of the Royal George was in-
deed a national misfortupe of great mag-
nitude. The braye Admiral Kempenfel,
the experienced officers, and the able and
fcle@ed feamen who conftituted her
unfortunate crew, were fo many pillars
withdrawn from the fupport of a fabrick,
of ‘which its nawval ftrength is the onl;
prop ; nor will the merit of the individual
fulferers, or the injury fuftained by the
- public, be forgotten, whillt the ports
of Great-Britain can furnith a fleet to

maintain that Empire over the main,
to
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to which her fituation, her interefls,
and her fuperiority in nautical fkill and
bravery, fo juitly inutle her; but even
the gloom of this fcene of diftrefs is alle-
viated by the confideration, that the fate
of thofe who fuffered, was unattended
with the aggravation of llnyrtn‘g and
hopelefs apprehenfion.

When we reflet on the lofs of the .
Grofvenar on the Eaftern coaft of Afriga,
we fhudder at the miferies of the furviv-
ing few, and ceafe to deplore the lefs
ngid deftiny of thofe, who by immediate
death, were happily exempted from the
dreadful participation ; ~— of this fad
event we fhall have occafion to {peak
hereafter, and hope, from a further con-

fideration of it, to offer confolation to
the
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the afli®ed relations and friends of thofe,

who on the prefent moft unhappy occa.
fion, have been the untimely vi&ims of
misfortune.

- The-recent -fhipwreck of the Nancy
Pacquet, on the fatal rocks of Scilly, in
" her homeward-bound paffage from Bom-
bay,1s frefth in the memory of our readers;
but though the deftruction'in that-inftance
was - more - complete than in this now
mnmediately before us, yet we are inclined
to -believe, that thofe who perufe. this
narrative .will be of opinion, that it.was
lefs horrible, and that if fuch fcenes will
admit-of comparifon, the circumfitances

of the prefent cafe were more kmcntable.

The Halfewell Eaft-Indiaman, of 7 58

tons
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tons burthen, commandcd by Richard
Pierce, Efg; having been taken up by
the Directors of the kaft-India Company
to make her third vovage to Coaft and
Bay,on the 16th day of November, 1763,
fell down to Gravefend, where the com-
pleted her lading ; ard taking the ladies
and other paffengers on board at the
Hope, fhe failed through the Downs on
Sunday the 1t of January, 1786, and the

next morning being a-breaft of Dunnofe,
it fell calm.

And at this moment let us take a
profpe¢t of an outfet; in which all ap-
pearances united to promile a happy and
profperous voyage, and not a cloud in-
tervened to obfcure the pleafing hopes,
which are ever annexed to a life of

- “‘Adventure, and which are the main

{prings
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fprings of Induftry, the foundations of
commercial Spirit, and the conduétors
@ private wealth and honor, and public

sdvantage and aggrandizement.

The Ship one of the fineft in the fervice,
and fuppofed to be in the moft perfeit
condition for her voyage; the Com-
mander of diftinguifhed - ability, and
excmplary chara&er ; his Ofhcers, men
of unqueftioned knowledge in their pro-
feflion, and of approved fidelity; the
Crew, the beft feamen that could be
colle@ed, and as numerous as the efta-
blifhinenat admits ; to whom were added
a confiderable body of foldiers, deftined

%o recruit the forces of the Company in
Afa.

The
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The very refpetable paflengers were

Mifs Eliza Plerce - -} Daughters of the .
Mifs MaryAnnePicrce Commander.

Mifs A my Paul - - } Daughters of Mr. Paul

of Somerfetthire, 8 Re-
Mifs Mary Pau} - -] lasions to Gapt. Pierce.

Mifs Elizabeth Blackburne, daughter of
Capt. Blackburne, of the fame fervice.

- Mifs Mary Haggard, fifter to an

officer on the Madra{s cRtablithment,
and

Mifs Anne Manlgll, 3 native of Ma-
drafs, but of kuropean Pargnts, returning
from receiving her education in England.

John George Schutz, Efg; returning
$0
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to- Afia, where he had long relided, to
colle&t a part of his fortune which. he had
left there.

- The ladies were equally dsftinguilhed
by their beauty and accomplithments, the
gentleman amiable in his manners, and of
high refpe& 1n his chara&er. Mr. Buriton,
the chief mate, was alfo-related o Capr.
Pierce’s lady; and it 1s hardly pofifible
to conceive a more friendly and happy
fociety, nor ane more calculated to join
in diverting the tedioufnefs of -a ‘long
paffage, by little plans of rational amufe-

mient, and by anucipating the pleafing
{cenes of novelty, - the congratulatians of
ex'pe&ng frends; and the fuccefs and
profperity which awaited the accomplifh-

men of theip voyage. - 0 -

\ Y The
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" The obje@s of the voyage highly
laudable, to extend the commerce, and-to
promote the revenue of the ftate ;—to

employ that ufeful and abfolutely necef-
fary body of men, whofe fervices are now

no longer required for national defence
to furmith the community with artcles
by ule become effentizl neceffaries ; —to
provide others for foreign markets, which
produce an influx of proft from the
various nations of Europe, and to abtain
decent and competent revdards for the
(kill, affidutty, and diligence, of the
Commander and his Officers. Such are
the ends purfued 1n a mercantile voyage,
in the attainment of which, not only the
ftate ni:lf, but every member of the
common-wealth is unqueftionably 1n-
terefted. | o, |

From®
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From fuch plealing expe&tdtions, fuch
encouraging, fuch animating profpefls,
we are compelled to turn out eyes on a
jcenc of diftrefs fo fatal and complicated,
that humanity fickeas at the recolleétion,
and the pen tremblés while it records the

- . .melancholy tale, X

- Monday the 2d of January, at three
in the afrernoon, a breeze {prung up from
the South, when they ran in fhore to land
the pilot, but very thick weather coming
on in the evening, and the wind bafling,
at nine in the evening they were obliged
so anchor in eighteen fathom water, furled
their top-fails, but could not furl their

courfes, the fnow falling thick, and freez-
ing as it fell.

‘Tuefdav
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Tue{day the 3d, at four in the morn-
ing,- & ftrong gale came on from Eaft-
North Eaft, and the fhip driving, shey
were oblsged ta cut their cables, and run
offto fea. At noon, they {poke with a
bsig bound to Dublin, and having put
their pilot on board her, bore down
Channel immediately. At eight in the
evening, the wind frethening and ¢oming
to the Southward, they reefed fuch fails
as were judged neceflary, At ten at' night
it-blew a violent gale of wind at South,
and they were obliged to carry a prefs of
fail to keep the fhip off thore, in doing
which the hawfe plugs, which accord-
Ing tO a new 1mprovement were put
mfide, were wafhed in, and the hawfe
bags wafhed away, in confequence of
which they fhipped a large quantity of
water on the gun deck. On
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'
- On:founding the well, and finding the

fhip had fprung a leak, and had five feet
- water .1n her hold, they.clued the. main
, top-fail up, . hauled up the main-fail, and
snmediately endeavoured to furl both,
- but could not effect it—All the pumps
were {ct to. work on difcovering the leak.

Wednefday the 4th, at two 1n the
morning, they endeavoured to wear the
thip, ‘but without fuccefs, and. judging Ic
neceffary to cut away the mizen maft: it
was immediatcly done, 2nd a fecond at-
tempt made to wear the {hip, which fuc-
ceeded no better than the former; and
the fhip having now feven feet water in
ker hold, and.gainiag faft on the pumps,
it was thought expedient,:for the prefer-

vation-of the fhip, to cut away the main-
) ~ ..malft,

LY
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maft, the fhip appearing to be in imme-
diate danger of foundecring ; 1o the fall
of the maft, Jonathan Moreton, cock-
{wain, and four men, either fell or were
drawn by the wreck over-board and
drowned, and by eight, in the morning
the wreck was cleared, and the fhip
got before the wind, in which pofiuon
fhe was kept about two hours, in which
time the pumps cleared the fhip of two
feet of water in the hold: At this time
the fhip’s head was brought to the Eaft-
ward with the fore-fail only.

At ten in the morning the wind abated
confliderably, and the fhip labouring ex-
tremely, rolled the fore top-malt over
on the larboard fide, in the fall the wreck
went through the fore-fail, and tore it to

pieces. At eleven in the forenocn, the
B wind
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wind came to the Weitward, and the
weather clearing up, the Berry-head was
diftinguithable béaring North and by
Eaft, diftant four or five leagues ; they
now immediately beat another fore-fail,
ereted 2 jury main-maft, and fet a top-
gallant-fail for a main-fail, under which
fail they bore up for Portfmouth, and
employed the remainder of the day in
getting up a jury mizen-maft.

‘Thurfday the gth, at two in'the morn-
‘ 1ng, the wind came to the Southward,
blew fretb, and the weather was very
thick ; at noon Portland was feen bear-
mg North and by Eaft, diftant two or
three leagues At eight at night it blew
a ftrong gale at South, and at this time
the Portland lights were feen bearing

North
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North-Weft, diftant four or five leagues,
when they wore the fhip, and got her head
to the Weftward, but finding they loft

ground on that tack, they wore her again,
and kept ftretching on to the Eaftwar®,

in hopes to have weathered Peverel-point,
in which cafe they intended to have an-
chored 1n Studland-bay. At eleven at
night it cleared, and they faw St. Alban’ S-
head a mile and half to the leward of
them, upon which they took in fail im-
mediately, and let go the {mall bower..
anchor, which brought up the fhip at a
whole cable, and fhe rode far about an
heur, but then drove; they now let go
the fheet anchor and wore away a whole
cable, .and the fhip rode for about twa
hours longer, when fhe drave again.

Whilft
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Whilft they were in this fituation, the
Captain fent for Mr. Henry Meriton, the
chief officer who furvives, and afked his
opinlon as to the probability of faving
therr lives, to which he replied with equal
calmnefsY and candour, that he appre-
hended there was very little hope, as they
were then ariving faft on the fhore, and
might expe@® every moment to ftrike;
the boats were then mentioned, but it
was agreed that at that time they could
be of no ufe, yet in cafe an opportunity
fthould prefent itfelf of making them fer-
viceable, 1t was propofed that the officers
fheuld be confidentially requefted to re-
ferve ‘the long-boat for the ladies and
themf{elves, and this precaution was im-
mediately taken.

About
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About two in the morning of Eriday
the 6th, the fhip ftill driving, and ap-
proaching very faft to the thore, the fame
officer again went into the cuddy, where
the Captain then was, and another con-
verfation took place, Captain Pierce ex-
preffing extreme anxiety for the prefer-
vation of his beloved daughters, and
carneftly afking the officer if he could
devife any means of faving them, and

on his anfwering with great concern that
he feared it would be impoffible, but that
their only chance would be to wait for
the morning, the Captain lifted up his
hands in filent and diftrefsful ejaculation.

At this dreadful moment the fhip
ftruck with fuch violence as to dath thp

heads of thofe who were ftanding in the
| cuddy,
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cuddy, againft the deck above them, and

“the fatal blow was accompanied by a
thrick of horror, which burft at one in.
ftant from every quarter of the fhip.

The fca.n;en, many of whom had been
remarkably inattentive and remifs in their

‘duty during great part of the ftorm, and
had actually fkulked in their hammocks,
and left the exertions of the pump, and
‘the other labours attending their fituation,
‘to the officers of the fhip, and the foldiers;
‘(who had been uncommonly aétive and
affiduous during the whole tremendous
confli@,) rouzed by the deftructive blow
to a fenfe of thei’ danger, now poured
upon the deck, to which no endeavours
of their officers could keep them whilit

o their
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their affiftance might have been ufeful,
and in frantic exclamations demanded of
heaven and their fellow-fufferers, that
fuccour, which their timely efforts might
poffibly have fucceeded in procuring ;
but it was now too late, the fhip conti-
nued to beat on the rocks, and {oon
bulged, and fell with her broadfide to-

wards the fhore: When the fhip ftruck,
a number of the men climbed up the en-

fign ftaff, under an apprehenfion of her
going to pieces immediately.
:

Mr. Meriton, the officer, whom we

have already mentioned, at this crilis of

horror, offered to thefe unhappy beings

the beft advice which could poflibly be

given to them ; he recommended their

coming all to that fide of the thip which
lay
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lay loweft on the focks, and fingly to
‘take the opportunities which might
then offer of efcaping to the fhore.
And having thus provided to the utmoft
of his power, for. the fafety of the de-
{ponding crew, he returned to the round-
houfe, where by this time all thé paflen-
otrs, and moft of the officers were. af-
" fembled, - the latter employed in offering
confolation to the unfortunate ladies,
and with unparalelled magnanimity, fuf-
fering their compaffion for the fair and
amiable companions of their misfortunes,
to get the better of the fenfe of their own
- danger, and the dread of almoft inevitable
annihilation. At this moment, what muft
be the feelings of a Facher-wof fuch a

Eather a- Caprain Pierce !

In
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In this charitable work of offering com-
fort to the fair fuffcrers, Mr. Mé¢riton,
now joined by affurances of his opinion,
that the fhip would hold together till the
morning, when they would all be fafe,
and Captain Pierce obferving one of the
young gentlemen loud n his expreflions
of terror, and hearing him frequently
exclaim that the {hhp was going to pieces,
he chearfully bid him hold his peace,
obferving to him, that though the fhip

fhould go to pieces, he would not, but
would be fafe enough.

It will now be neceflury to defcribe the
ficuation of the place which proved fatal
to fo many valuable and refpeltable per-
fons, as without fuch a defcription 1t will

be difficult to convey a proper idea of the
melancholy, the deplorable {cene.

The
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. The thip ftruck on the rocks at or near
Secacombe, on the Ifland of Purbeck;
between Pevercl-Point, and St. Alban’s-
head, at a part of the fhore where the
chff 1s of valt height, and rites almoft
perpendicular from s bafe.

But at this particular {pot the chff is
excavated at the foot, and prefents a
c_avcrri of ten or twelve yards in depth,
and of breadth equal to the length of a
large fhip, the fides of the cavern fo

nearly upright as to be extremely difh-
cult of accels, the roof formed of the

ftupendous cliff, and the bottom of it
rewed with fharp and unever rocksy
which fcem to have been rent from above
by fome convulfion of nature,

1t
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It was at the mouth of this cavemn
that the unfortunate wreck lay ftretched
almoft from fide to fide of it, and offet-
ing her broadfide to the horrid chaln.

But at the time the fhip ftruck it was
too dark to difcover the extent of their
danger, and the extreme horror of their
fituation ; even Mr., Meriton himfclf
conceived a hope that the might keep
together t1ll day-light, and endeavoured
to chear his drooping friends, and 1n
particular the unhappy ladies, with this
comfortable expectation, as an anfwer to
the Captain’s enquiries, how they went
on, or what he thought of their fituatior,

In addition to the company already in

the round-houfe, they had admitted three
black
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black women, and two foldiers wives,
who with the hufband of one of them
had been permitted to come in, though
the fcamen who had tumultuoully de-
manded entrance, to get the lights, had
been oppofed, and kept out by Mr,
Rogers, the third Mate, and Mr. Brimer
the fifth, fo that the numbers there were
"now increafed to near fifty; Captain
Pierce fitting on a chair, ‘cat, or fome
other-moveable, with 2 daughter on each
fide of l;im, each of whom he alternately

preffed to his affetionate bofom ; the

reft of the melancholy affembly were
{eated on the deck, which was ftrewed
with mufical inftruments, and the wreck

of furniture, trunks, boxes and packages.

And here alfo Mr. Meritog, having

previoully
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previoufly cut feveral wax candles into
pieces, and ftuck them up in various
parts of the round-houfe, and lighted
up all the glafs lanthaorns he could
find, took his feat, intending to wait
the happy dawn, that.might prefent
to him the means of effeting his own
efcape, and afford him an opportunity
of giving afliftance to the partners of
his danger ; but obferving that the poor -
ladies appeared parched and exhaufted,
he fetched a bafket of oranges from fome
part of the round-houfe, and prevailed
on fome of them to refrefh themfelves
by fucking a little of the juice. At
this time they were all tolerably com-
pofed, except Mifs Manfel, who was
1 hyfteric fits on the floor deck of the
round-houfe.

But
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* But on his return to the company, he
perceived a confiderable alteration in
the appearance of the fhip, the fides
were vilibly giving way, the deck feemed
to be lifting, and he difcovered other
{irong fymptoma that fhe could not hold
together much longer, he therefore at-
téinpted to go forward to look out, but
immediately faw that the fhip was fepa-
rated in the middle, and that the fore
part had chz'i'ngcd its pofition, and lay

rather farther out towards the fea; and
in this emergency, when the next mo-

ment might be charged with his fate, he
determined to feize the prefent, and to

follow the example of the crew, and the
{oldiers, who were now quitting the fhip
in numbers, and making their way to a
fhore, of which they knew not yet the
borrors. Among
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Among other meafures adopted to
favor thefe attempts, the enfign-ftaff

had been unfhipped, and attempted to
be laid from the fhip’s fide to fome of

the rocks, but without fuccefs, for it
fnapped to pieces before it reached them,
however by the light of alanthorn, which
a feaman, of the name of Burmafter,
handed through the f{ky-light of the
round-houfe to the deck, Mr. Meriton
difcovered a fpar, which appeared to be
laid from the thip’s fide to the rocks,

and on this {par he determined to at-
tempt his efcape.

He accordingly laid himf{elf down on
it, and thruft himfelf forward, but he
foon found that the fpar had no com-

muanication with the rock, he reached

the
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the end of 1t, and then {lipped off, re-
ceiving a very violent bruife in his fall, |
and before he could recover his legs, he
was wafhed off by the furge, 1n which
he fupported himfelf by {fwimming, tll
the returning wave dafhed him againft
the back part of the cavern, where he
Yaid hold of a fmall projecting piece of
the rock, but was fo benumbed, that
he was on the point of quitting it, when
a feaman who had already gained a foot-
‘ing, extended his hand, and affiffed him
till he could fecure himfelf on a little
of the rock, from which he clambered
thelf ftill higher, till he was out of the
reach of the furf.

~ Mr. Rogers, the third Mate remained

with the Captain, and the unfortunate
ladies
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jadies, and their companions,ned» twenty
minutes after Mr, Meriton had quitted
the fhip : Soon after the lacter lefc the
round-houfe, the Captain afked what was
become of him, and Mr. Rogers replied
that he was gone on the deck, to fee
what could be done. — After this &
beavy -fea breaking over the fhip, the
ladies exclaimed, ¢ Oh poor Meritony
he 1s drowned, had he ftaid with us he
would have been fafe,” and they all
and particularly Mifs Mary Peirce, ex-
prefled great concern at the apprchen.
fiori of his lofs.—On this occafion Mr.
Rogers offered to go and call in Mr.
Meriton, but this was oppofed by the

ladies ftom an apprehenfion that he
might fhare the fame fate.

< | At



-’

L 3¢ ]

' At this time the fea was breaking in
at the fore part of the fhip, and reached
as far as the main-maft, and Captain
I1erce, gave Mr. Rogers a nod, and
they took a lamp, and went together
tato the ftern galiery, and after viewing
the rocks for fometime, Captain Pierce
afked Mr. Rogers, if he thought there
was any poffibility of faving the gitls,
to which he replred, he feared there was
not, for they could only difcover the
black face of the perpendicular rock,
and not the cavern which afforded fhel-
ter to thofe who ‘efcaped ; they then
returned to che round-houfe, and Mr.
Rogers hung up the lamp, and Captain
Pierce, with his great, coat on, fat dewn
between his two daughteri, and ftrug-

gled to fupprefs the parental tear which
then burft into his eye. ‘The
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- The fea continuing to break in very.
falt, Mr. M<Manus, a Mldﬂupman.
and Mr. Schutz, a paflenger, afked Mr.
Rogers what they could do to efcape,
who replied ¢¢ follow me,” and they
then all went into the ftern gallery,
and from thence by the weather uppet
quarter gallery upon the poop, and
whillt they were there a very heavy fea
fcll on board, and the round-houfe gave
way, and he heard the ladies fhriek at
intervals, as if the water had reached
them, the noife of the fea at other times
drowning their voices. |

Mr. Brimer had followed Mr. Rogers
to the poop, where they had remained
rogether about five minutes, when on the
coming on of the laft mentioned fea,

they.
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Aty jointly feized a-hen-coop, and the
fame wave which he appre‘l'iended prov-
ed fatal to fome of thofe who remained
below, kappily - carried him ‘and his
companion to the rock, on which they

were dathed with fuch violence as to be
miferably bruifed and hure.

~—On this rock: were twenty-feven men,
but it was-low water, and as they were
convinced that upon the flowing of the
¢ide, they. mutft all be wathed off, many
of them attempted- to get to the back or
fides of the Cavern, out of the reach
of the returning fea, in this attempt
fcarce more than fix, befides himfelf, and
Myr. Brimter fucceeded, of the remainder
forné- fhared. the fate which -they had
apprchended, and- the others perithed -in
their cfforts to get into the Cavern.
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- Mr. Rogérs and Mr. Brimer both
however reached the cayern, and fcrar-
bled up the rock, on narfaw fhelves
of which they fixed themfelves, Mr.
Rogers got fo rear to his friend Mr.
Meriton as to exchange congratulations
with him, but he was prevented from
joining him by at leaft twenty men who
were between them, neither of whom
cou]d move without immediate peril of
his life. — At the tume Mr. Rogers
reached this ftation of pofiible fafety,
his ftrength was fo nearly exhaufted,that
bad the ftruggle continued a few mii-
nutes longer he muft have heen inevit-

ably loft. : o

They now found that a very confidez-

able number of the crew, feamen, fol-
diers,
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diers, and fome petty officers wére in
the fame fituation with themfelves, tho'
many who had reached the rocks below,
.had perithed, in attempting to afcend;
.what that_fituation was they were ftill
to learn; at prefent they had efcaped
.1mmediate death, but they were yet to
.encounter cold, nakednefs, wind, rain,
‘and .the perpetual beaung of the fpray
-of the fea, for a difficult, precarious, and
:doubtful chance of efcape.

> . They could yet difcern fome part of
-the fhip,.and folaced themfelves, in their
dreary ftations, .with the hope of its
remaining entire till day break, for, in
the midft of their own misfortunes, the
-fofferings of the females affeted them

with the moft acute anguith, and every
" fea
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{fea that broke, brought with it terror,
for the fate of thofe amiable, and hclp-
efs beings. |

~ But, alas! their apprehenfions were
too foon realized. In a very few minutes

after Mr. Rogers had gained the rock,
an univer{al fhriek, which ftill vibrates
1n their ears, and, in which, the voice
" of female diftre(s was Jamentably diftin-
guifhable, announced the dreadful Ca-
taftrophe ; in a few moments all was.
huthed, except the warring winds, and
‘beating waves; the wreck was buried
in the remorfelefs deep, and not an atom
of her was ever after difcoverable,

Thus perithed the Halfewell, and with
‘her worth, honor, fkill, beauty, amia-
bility,
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bility, and bright accomplifhments ;
never did the angry elements combat
with more elegance ; never was a walery
grave filled with fuch precious remains.
‘Great” God, how mfcrutablc are thy
judgments ! yet we know them to be
juft; nor will we arraign thy mercy,
who haft transferred virtue and punty,
from imperfe&t, and mutable happinefs,

to blifs ctcrnal !

What an aggravation of woe was this
drcadful this tremendous blow, to the
yet trembling, and fcarcely half faved
wretches, who were hanging about the
fides of the horrid cavern ? they were
themfelves ftil in the moft imminent
danger, but their deareft friends, the
pleafing companions of their voyage,

thofe
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thofe whofe beauty, and accomplith.-
ments, would have charmed the tedious
hours,and beguiled even contrary winds,
and all the impediments of a long pafs-
age, of the fting of difappointment; had
now bid them an everlafting farewell ;
they felt for themfelves, but they wept
for wives, parents, fathers, brothers,
fitters,—perhaps lovers, ~All—All cut
off from their deareft, their moft in-
valuable hopes.

Nor were they lefs agonized by the
fubfequent events of this 1ll-fated night ;
many of thofe who had gained the pre-
carious ftations which we have defcribed,
worn out with fatigue, weakened by
bruifes, battered by the té'mpe[f, and
benumbed with the cold, quitfcd their
| holdfalts,
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holdfafls, and tumbling headlong either
on the rocks belo-vg, or in the furf, pe-
nfhed beneath the feet of their wretched
.affociates, and by their dying groans,
and. gulping exclamations for pity,
awakened ternfic apprehen(ions in the
furvivors, . of their own approaching
fate. '

. At length, after the bittereft three hours
which mifery ever lengthenad into ages,
the day broke on them, but inftead of
bringing with 1t the rehef with which
they had flattered themfelves, ferved to
difcover all the horrors of their {itvation;
they now found that had the country
.been ala.rmcd by the guns of diftrels
;whnch they had continued to ﬁrc for
.maay hours before the fhip ﬂ:ru_ck,_ but
- ~ which
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which from the violence of the ftorm
were unheard, they could neither be
obferved by the people from above, as
they were completely ingulphed in the
cavern, and over-hung by the cliff, "nor
did any part of the wreck remain to
point out their probable place of refuge ;
below, no boat could live to fearch
them out, and had it been poflible to
have acquainted thofe who would with
to aflift them, with their exaét fituation,
no ropes could be conveyed ‘into ‘the
cavity, to facilitate their efcape.

The only profpe&t which offered, was

to creep along the fide of the cavern, to

its outward extremity, and on a ledge
{carcely as broad as a man’s hand, to turn

the corner, arnd endeavour to clamber

up
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up the almoft perpendicular precipice,
whofe fummit was near two bundred feet
fl’Oﬂl thc bafc. | _ )

-And in this defperate effort did fome
fucceed, ‘whilft others, trembling with
terror, and their ftrength exhaufted by
mental and bodily fatigue, loft their
precarious footing, and perithed in she
attempt.

“The firlt men who gained the fummt
of the chiff, were the Cook; and James
Thompfon a quarter-mafter, by their
own exertions they made their way to
the land, and the moment they reached
i, haftened to the neareft houfe, ang
made known the fituation of their fellow-
fufferers. - :

H The
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* The houfe at which they firft arrived
was Eaftington, the prefent habitation of
Mr. Garland, fteward or agent to the

proprietors of the Purbeck Quarries,
who immediately got together the wotk-

men under his dire@ion, and with the
moft zealous and animated humanity,
exerted every cffort for the prefcrvation
of the furviving crew of this unfértunate
fhip; ropes were procuied ‘with- all
poffible difpatch, and every precaution
taken that affiitance fhould be fpeedily
and effectually given; and we are happy
in this opportunity of bearing teftimofy,
under the authority of the principal
furviving officers, to the kind, behé+
volens, and fpirited behaviour of ‘this
Gentleman, whofe condué on the melan-
choly occafion, entitles -him to univerfal

refpect
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refpe and regard, as well as t0.the par-
ticidar gratitude of thofe who wese the
immediate objeéts of his philanthropy.

Mr. Meriton made the attempt, and
almoft reached the edge of the precipice;
a folder who preceded him, bad his
feet on a fmall projeQing rock or ftope,
and on.the fame ftone Mr. Meriton had
faftemed his hands to help his progrefs;
at this critical moment the Quarry-men
arrived, and feeing a man fo nearly within
their _rﬁch, they .dropped a rope to
him, of which he immediately laid hold,
and in'a vigorous cffort to avail himfelf
of this advantage, he loofened the ftone
" on which he ftood, which giving way,
Mr. Meriton-muft have been precipitated
to the bottom, but shat a rope was pro-
videntially
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videntially lowered to him at the nftane,
which he feized as he was 4n the alt of

falling, and was f{afely drawn to the
fummit.

The fate of Mr. Brimer was peculiarly
fevere, this Gentleman who had -only
been' married nine days befote the “thip
failed, to a beautiful lady, the daughter
of Capt. Norman, of the Royal Navy,
in which fervice Mr. Brimer was a
licutenant, but was now an a vovage to
vifit an uncle at Madrafs; came on fhore,
as we have already obfcrved; with Mr.
Rogers, and like him got- up the fide of.
the cavern, where he rémained ull the. -
morning, when he crawled our, and a-
rope being thrown to him, he was eitheér:
{o benumbed with the -cold as to faften:

1T
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¥ about him improperly, orfo agitateds
& to neglet making it faft at all§ but
from which ever caufe it arofe, the effe&t
was fatal to him; at the moment of his
fuppofed prefervation, he fell from his
ftand, and was unfortunately dathed to
pwces, in the prefence of thofe who
could only lament the deplorable fate of
an amiable and worthy man, and an able

and fkilful officer.

- .As the day advanced, more afliftance
was obtained ; and as the lifé-prcfcwing
cfforts of the furvivors would admit,
they crawled to. the extremities of the
cavern, and prefented themfelves to their
prefervers above, who ftood prepared
with the means which the fituation would
permit them to exercife, to help them to
the fummit. The
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The method of affording this help
was fingular, and does honour to the
humanity and intrepidity of the Quarry-
men. The diftance from the top of the
rock to the cavern, was at leaft 100 feet
with a projection of the former of about
8 feet, ten of thefe formed a declivity
to: the cdgc, and the remainder of it
was perpendicular. On the very brink of
the precipice ftood twodaring fellows, a
rope being tied round them, and faftened
above to a ftrong 1ron bar, fixed in the
groynd, behind them in like manner
two more, and two more. A f{trong
rope alfo properly fecured, paffed be-
tween them, by which they might hold
and f{upport themfelves from falling ;
they then let down another rope. with
a noofe ready fixed below the cavern;

D and
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and the wiad blowing hard, it was in
{dme inftances forced under the projeét-
_ ing ‘rock fufficiently for the fafferers
to reach it without crawling to the ex-
tremuty, in cither cafe, whoever laid
hold of it, put the noofe round his
waift, and-after efcaping from one ele-
ment, committed himfelf full fwing to
andther, in which he dangled till he
was drawn uwp with great care and
caution.

‘Irisbut juftice in this place to fay,
that the furvivors received the friendly
ard-humane affiftance of Mr. Jones and
Mr. Ha'ker, gentiemen refideat near

thefpot

But in this attemPt masy fhared the

- fate
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fate of the unfortunate Mr. Brimer ; and-
unable through cold, weaknefs, pertur-
bation of mind, or the inicormmodioufnefs
of the ftations they occupied, 1o avail
themfelves of the fuccour which was
offered. them, were at laft precipitated
from the ftupendous cliff, and: were
either dathed to pieces on the rocks be-
neath, or falling. nto thie furge, periflred
m the waves. -

Among thefe unhappy fufferers, the
“deftiny of a drummer belonging to the
military on board the Halfewell, was
attended with circumftances of peculiar
diftrefs ; being either wathed off the rock
by the feas, or falling into the {urf. from
above, he was carried by the counter

fea’s or roterning wavesy beyond the
breakers,




[ 52 ]

bréakers, within which his utmoft ¢fforts
could never again brir:g him, but he.
was drawn further out to fea, and as
he fwam remarkably well, contuinued to
ftroggle “with the waves, in fight of his
pitying companions, till his-ftremgth was
&ihaufted, and he funk, to rife ne more. -

-~-fe was not till late in the day that the
furvivors were ali conveyed to fafety, one
indeed, William Trenton, a foldier, re-
mained- on his perilous ftand till the
merning of Saturday the 7th of January,
éxpofed to the united horrors of the ex-
tremielt perfonal danger, and the moft
acute difquietude of mind; nor is it eafy
ror-¢oncéive how-his ftrength and fpints
could have fupported him for fuch a
aumber of hours; under diftrefs f(bboigr-
nant-and.complicated. ~ Though
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Though the remains of the wreck were-
no longer difcoverable among the rocks,
yet the furface of the fea was covered
with the fragments as far almoft as the
eye could reach, and even fo late as ten’
o’clock on the Friday morning, a theep,
par: of the live ftock of the unfortunate’

officers, was obferved buffeting the angry
waves.

The furviving officers, feamen, and.
{oldiers, being now affembled at the houfe
of their benevolent friend, Mr. Garland,
they were muftered, and found to amountt
to feventy-four, out of rather more thah
two hundred and forty, which was about
the number of the crew and paffcngers

in the fhip when fhe failed throu:‘ghﬂ the
Downs ; of the remainder, who unhap-

pily’
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pily loft their lives, upwards of feventy
are fuppofed to have reached the rocks,
hut to have been wathed off, or to penth
falllns from the cliffs, and fifty or
more to haye funk with the Captain and
the ladies in the round-houfe, when the
after part of the fthip went to pieces.

All thofe who reached the fummit fur-
vived, except two or three, who are {up-
pofed to haye expired in drawing up, and
a black, who died in a few hours after he
was b:ogght.;p the houfe, though many af
them were {o miferably bruifed that their
hiyes were doubtful, and they are fcarcely
~ yet recoyered.

As the laft returns which were dif-
patched from the fhip have never come
@ band, and all books and papers went

to
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to the bottom with her, it has been. 1m-
pofiible to obtain an exact lilt of the fea-
men, foldiers, paflengers, and fervants,
who were on board her at the time fhe
failed, nor is the lift of the officers per-
fe@ly complete, fome of the more fubor-
dinate being ufually entered on the fhip’s

books, at the time they atually come o
board. |

We thall, however, offer to ou?eadcrs,'
two lifts ; the firft, of all the ‘principal
officers, and fuch others as can be.pre-
cifely afcertained, who failed in her, and
the authenticity of which, as far as it
goes, may be depended on ; the fecond
(in which but few doubts oecur) of the
perfons who were faved,




[ 56" ]
LIS T of Officers on board the

"HALSEWELL, at the time fhe
failed :

Richard Plcrcc — Caprain

Thomas Burfton — Chief Mate
Henry Meriton — Second Mate
John Rogers — Third Mate
chry Pilcher — Fourth Mate
William Larkins — Fifth Mate
James Brimer. — Supernumeraryditto
John | Daniel — Sixth Mate
Thomas Clothier — Surgeon
Richard Fowler — Purfer

—— M‘Coy = Surgeon’s Mate
— Falconer— Ditto

William Rayner — Purfer’s Affiftant
Duncan M‘Dougal deﬂnpman
ez M*Manus - Ditto

James Humphries Ditto
WilliamHumphries Ditto

Thomas Jeang~— Ditto
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Charles Templer y - Ydmhs under the
Charles Webber [ care of the Captain

William Cowley | and other officers, but
Miller —J a&tingasMidfhipmen

James Welch — Gunner

Daniel Frazer —— Boat{wain
John  Harrifon — Sail-maker
Edward Hart - Gunner’s Mate
Jacob Murray — Ditto

Thomas Barnaby — Boatfwain’s Mate

Benjamin Barclay — Quarter-mafter
James Thompfon Ditto

Andrew Weft Ditto

Gilbert Ogilvie — Ditto

Jofeph Jackfon — Ditto

Jonath. Moreton— Ditto

Thomas Firth —— Captain’s Steward
George Wilfon — Ship’s Steward |
James Jackfon — Carpenter’s Mate
William Fleet e Caulker’s Mate

James Turner ~ Cooper
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LIST of the Officers, Seamen, and
Soldiers faved. |

‘Henry Meriton — Second Mate
Joha  Rogers — Third Mate
John  Daniel —— Sixth Mate
Duncan M*Dougal Midfhiprhan
e M*Manus Ditto
James Welch —— Gunner
Daniel Frazer == Boatfwain

Joha Harrifon— Sail-maker

Edward Hart' «—— Gunner’s Mate

Jacob Murray — Ditto

Thomas Barnaby — Boadwain’s Mate

Benjamin Barclay — Quarter-mafter
James Thompfon Ditto

Andrew Weft & Ditto

Gilbert Ogilvie — Ditto
Joleph  Jackfon — Ditto

James
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William Fleet
James Turner — Cooper
Robert Pierce Cook
Richard Tupman— Seaman
Thomas Morgan — Ditto
John  Lock Ditto
Timothy Forfter — Ditto
George Woodgate Ditto
Andrew Anderfon - Ditto
John  Morris — Ditto
George Harris —— Ditto
Wm. Viccary — Ditto
John  Cownden - Ditto
Robert Millar Ditto
David Anfley — Ditto

William Thompfon Ditto
Géorge Sundebland Ditto

Jonath. Rogers == Ditto

James Jackfon — Carpenter’s Mate
Caulker’s Mate
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Nath, Mingies — Seaman
John Price == Ditto
‘John Love —— Ditto
Thomas Brogks — Ditto
Solomon Bevans — Ditto
Michael Bevans -— Ditto
Ifaac Holland — Ditta
Robert Humphries Ditto
Richard Berry = Ditro
John  White —— Ditro
Peter Rofs —— Diuo
 Thomas White —— Ditto
John  Anderfon— Ditto
George Rufiell Ditto
Robert Roberts — Ditro
William Evans —— Ditto
James Flendall — Ditto,
George Powdrill — Ditto

John
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John Fowles — Soldier

Jothua Hawkins— Ditto
William Gapon — Ditto
James Rowley — Ditto
Richard Strover — Ditto
Thomas Jones —— Ditto
Robert Daniel Ditto
William Spraggs — Ditto
Thomas Eaftman— Ditto

William Clark Ditto
William Rickies — Ditto
John - Morfe Ditto

Caleb Auften — Ditto
Jofeph Watfon — Ditto
Thomas Shafroe — Ditto
John  Todd Datto
William Johnfton— Datto
Richard Reeves — Digto
Philip . Smith —— Ditto

Patrick
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Patrick Gaaetty —— Soldic?
Benjamin Morris —— Ditto
Thomas Sanders —— Ditto
James Shield ~—— Ditto
John  White —— Ditto
William Trenton — Ditto

On Saturday morning Mr. Meriton
and Mr. Rogers, having been liberally
affifted by Mr. Garland with the means
of making the journey, fet off fot
London, to carry the melancholy tidings
to the Dire@ors of the India-Houfe ; and
having humanely taken the precaution
to acquaint the magiftrates of the towns
through which they paffed, that a num-
ber of ﬂnpwrecked' men would be foon
on the road to the metropolis, (left the

tedious and difagreeable way-fare of
| of
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of thefe unfortunare beings fhould be
rendered more miferable by unjuft fuf-
picions) they arnved at the India-Houfe
on Sunday the 8cth inftamt at noon,
where the {ad tale was no fooner told,

than the DireQors, with their ofoal
munificence, ordered handfome grati-

fications to the Quarry-men and odhers,
who affifted in faving the furvivors, and
provided fome immediate fupport for
thofe who out-hved this lamentable
event. To Mr, Garland the Dire®ors
“have alfo made fuch acknowledgment

~ of thanks, as his bencvolent condel
merited.

It wauld be unjuft to fupprefs a
¢ircumitance, which refle@s great honor

on the benevolence of the malter of the
Crown
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Crown Inn, at Blandford, Dorfetfhire :
thn the diftrefled feamen arrived in that
town; he fent for them all to his houfe,
and having given them the refrefhment
of a comfortable dinner, he prefented
'ca.c.b man with half a crown to help him

on his journey. An cxamplc of liberality,
which we truft will have its effet,

- Before we pay the tribute due to the
raemories of thofe who unfortunately
fuffered on this deplorable occafion, it
may not be improper to remark, that a
very: particular friendthip fubfifted be-
tween Mr. Meriton and Mr. Rogers, the
two* principal officers who efcaped the
dreadfual catattrophe; they had made a
long and painful voyage together in the-
Pigot, and werc. among the few who

» furvived
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furvived the mortaluty with which thé
crew of that fhip was vifited: On their
return to England, twenty-five days only
before they undertook the voyage which

has been fo unhappily interrupted ; they

again engaged to embark i1n the fame
' 4 - .
bottom, aud Providence has a fecond nume

refcued them from impending death: The
{fanction which thefe Gentlemen havegiven
to this narrative, prevents our {peaking
of them in the language which their uni-
verfal reputation dictates.

The chara&er of Captain Pierce 1s
beyond ¢ulogium ; his profeflional fkill
and knowledge will be beft teftified by
the command with which he had been
long invefted, and which-he bore wich
equal honour 1o himfelf, and advantage
to his employers. His integrity was as

E unimpeasched

*
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Unimpeached as bis punctuality’. was
eicmplary. He was generous without
profufion, and liberal without oftenta-
ﬁon, His heart and nis hand corref-
ponded in the exercife of every alt of
humanity ; fram his door the diftreffed
never departed without relief. He was
a fincere and zealous friend, a kind and
~unaffluming benefator. In his family

he was a pattern of excellence, a tender
and affeétionate hufband, a fond and

indulgent parent, a mild and beneficent
mafter. In his fhip he was the friend
of his officers, the prote&or of youth,
the encourager of merit, a father to the
crew : Few private men have defcrved,
few have enjoyed, a charalter fo totally
yrcproachable, fo conlpicuoufly eminent.

His
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His daughters (in ats of tendernefs
to whom hé nobly and heroically expired)
were as remarkable for accomplifhment
of mind, and fweetnefs of difpofition, as
for the elegance of their perfons, and
the extent of their polite acquirements ;
they were educated under the immediate
care of their parents, and repaid their
tendernefs by the moft dutiful and af-
feCtionate attention.

Six children happily furvive him, and
we truft will ferve as comforters to his
affliCted and yet difconfolate widow, to
whom he had been married upwards of
twenty years ; one of thefe, the eldeft, a
fon, and the name-fake of his lamented
father, 1s now about eighteen years old,
and was left in the Eaft-Indies by Capt.
Pierce on his laft voyage ; the others are

tWO
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two of each fex of different ages, and an
infant yet at its mother’s breaft. Mrs.
Pierce was the daughter of Thomas Bur-
{ton, Efq; the Colle&or of Excife for the
County of Surrey ; and at Kingfton in
that county, Captain Piercejand his
family have refided almoft conftantly
from the time of his marriage. As merit
and induftry, like his, could hardly fail of
fuccefs, itis faid he had acquired a com-
pctcnt fortunc, and mtcnded that thls

fhould be his laft voyage.—Unhappily .
for hlS family, his friends, and the com-

munity, the progn:cl's of it was ftopped
by an event which has produced the moft
univerfal and unaffeted concern.

The two Mifs Pauls were relations to

Cai)tain Pierce, -and daughters of a gen-
tleman
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tleman of the Welt of England, beauti-
ful, fenfible, amiable, and accomplifhed
young women—Happy in the compa-
nionfh'p of their beloved coulins, happy:
in the protection of their worthy and
affectionate Father, the pain of quitting
their {till nearer relations, and the terrors
of a long voyage were diffipated, and
their embarkation feemed only to be an
agrecable change of fituation—How un-
certain are the expetations, how delufive
the profpets, how evanefcent the hopes,
by which mortals are guided in the pur-
fuit of fublunary happinefs ! |

Mifs Blackburne was the daughter of

Captain Blackburne, a commander alfo
in the fervice of the Eaft-India Company,

who now refides at Old Malton in York-
fhire.
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fhire. If the reports we have heard be
true, that this gentleman has lately loft
two fons by untimely and accidental
decaths, what pity 'an_d commiferation is
due to him on the additional misfortune
which has befallen him in the perfon of
a daughter, whofe' beaury and merit were
equally the objects of admiration.

Of Mifs Haggard and Mifs Manfel no
furcher circumftances have come to our
knowledge, than thofe we have already
mentioned ; but it is univerially allowed
by thofe to whom they were known,
that chey may be very defervedly grouped

with their amiable fellow-fufferers.

Mr. Schutz had acquired a very con-
fiderable fortune in Afia, from whence
' ) he
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he had not been long returned ; but fome

difficulaes arifing 1n the colletion ‘and
remittance of confiderable fums which he

had left behind him 1n the Eaft, he found
it neceffary to make another vayage to,
Indoftan, but unhappily perithed, in all’
probability, as he was attempting to gain
the rcck, his body having fince been
found, and received interment.  Of this
gentleman’s family and connections no

accounts have come to our hands, but
thé officers who furvive fpeak of his
charaéter with great refpect.

Mr. Pilcher, the fourth mate, was

about twenty-four years of age, a young
gentleman highly efteemed ; he was

lately a lieutenant on board the Scipio, a

cuardfhip, commanded by Caprtain In-.
gleﬁeld ;
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gleficld ; his father, Edward Pilcher,
Efq. is in the commiffion of the peace
for the County of Kent.—Mr. Falconer,
one of the furgeon’s mates, was the fon
of Magnus Falconer, Efq. one of the
Mafter Artendants of Chatham Yard, and

was gomng to fettle at Bencoolen.— Mr.
William Rayner, the Purfer’s Afliftant,

was the fon of a gentleman of very re-
{pe&able abilities in the law, and grand-

fon of John Rayner, Efq. late of Sunbury,
in Middlefex. |

Among the youths who were cut off
by this dreadful blow, were Mr. Charles
Fempler, brother of James Templer,
Efq. His Majefty’s Attorney, and Mafter
of the Crown-office.in the King’s-bench.
Mr. Charles Webber, fon of the late

Admiral Webber, and fon-in-law to Wm.
Smith,
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Smith, Efq of His Majefty’s Office of
Qrdnance.—Mr. William Cowley, fon

of Cowley, Efq. of Kingfton, in
Surrey, and Mr. Miler, fon of Mr.

Miller, organift, of Doncalter; this young

gentleman was a proficient in mufic, and
it was intended, with his affiftance, and

that of fome of the Captain’s band, to
have tormed occafional concerts, in which

the ladies would alfo have taken parts,
‘to amufe them on the pafiage.

Among the Midthipmen who fuffered
was Mr. Thomas Jeane, fon of Thomas
Jeane Efq; of Monéton, near Taunton,
in Somerfetthire, this youth was alfo
under the imrﬁcdiatc care of Captain
Pierce, and his fate was alfo attended

witk many calamitous circumftances ;

after
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after he had quitted the thip and gained
the rock, he was ,again fwept off by the
devouring waves, {wimming well, he
a fecond time got footing on the rock,
~ but being now worn out wich. fatigue,
and ftiff with cold, he could not fupport
himfelf again{t the continued affaults of
the tempeft, but after feven hours en-
durance of all the difcomforts of his
firvatiop, he was compelled by debility

to abandon his only hepe of life, and
perifhed m the fea.

Cf the othier officers who perithed, no.
particular Accounts have been obtained,
nor any anccdotes of any of the other
Jufferers, except the folowing, which the
Editor fubjoins in the very elegant and
affeding language in which it was con-
veyed to bim. Amongft
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Amongft the many unfortunate {uffer-
ers, were Mr. James Humphries, and
Mr. Wilham Humphries, {ons of the
Reverend Mr, Francis Humphries, the
prefent Curate of Hampfltead. The
youngeft had already made one voyace
to the Eaft Indies, and by his good
condutt recommended himfelf to Capt.
Pierce, who had received him on board
as a2 midfthipman, The eldeft had been
educated at Woolwich, and acquired
complete military knowledge, fuch as
induced him to hope for promotion.
But being without connexions or intereft,
he ftood no chance of a commiflfion on
the return of peace, and therefore quitted
the academy. A warm friend of his
father, who had greatly interefted him-

{felf, and affifted him in the advancement’
of
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of 2 numerous family, exerted himfelf
in favour of this young man, and got
him on board' the Halfewell, with a
profpect of the moft flattering nature.
It opened to him fuddenly, he had but
a few hours to prepare for a fix months
voyage ; however he fat about it with
_ {pinit and a&ivi,ty, infpired by hopes
that fortu_pc would favour his devourt
wifthes, and epable him to repay a fond

father . the expences of an education,
not quite convenient to a fituatiop in

life, feldom accompanied with affluence.
But alas! how foon were his pious
dreams clofed by a watery, grave! all
that we have lecarned of thefe unfor-
tunate brothers is, that they were {een,
by one of the feamen, aiding each
ether in the dcvouring‘wavcg, but we

are
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are unhappy not to find their names in
the kit of furvivors.—Qne may form
fome eltimate of their merit by a
circumitance that @trongly wmarks 11,
and ought not to be concealed, for the
honour of a young gentleman, whofe
name 18 Lewis. Mr. Humphries, for
the purpofe of augmenting his little
income, and better fupport of his nu-
merous family, has of late years taken
a few pupils, and amonzft them Mr.
Lewis. The amiable difpofition of his
loft companions had created fuch an
attachment 1n him, that his diftrefs on
hearing the horrid tale was truly fra-
ternal. Thc.injun&ions of a mother,
and perfuafions of his friends, could
{fcarcely reflirain him from weeping over

the tremendous rock that deprived him

of
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of his beloved affociates, and exploring
the coaft for the recovery of their bodies,
to perform his laft kind office$ by their
decent interment. — Amiable, fympa-
thifing youtn ! May fuccefs reward thy
virtuous,” generous views! May thy
pillow be foft in the hour of death, and
may fome friendly hand be near, to
clofe thine cyes !

Nor may it be improper to mention
the efcape of Sir George L.. Staunton
and his lady from being fharers 1n this
dreadful cataftrophe.—This gentleman
who had long been in the particular
cpnﬁdencc of Lord Macartney, . ac-
companfed him to Madrafs as his Se-
cretary, and came to England after the

conclufion of the peace with Tippoo
Saib
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Saib 1n the treaty for which he had a
very conliderable part. He was now
about to return to Afia, and had attually
engaged for the paffages of himfelf and
lady in the Halfewell, but the arrival
or immediate expectation of Lord Ma:-
cartney 1in England, happily induced
him to abandon his intentions but a

very few days before the fhip failed.

Though we are aware that the tatk 1s
arduous, and are confcious of our own
inability, we cannot conclude this little

narrative without offering to the relations
and friends of thofe who have {uffered

1n this unfortunate difafter, fuch confo-
lation as prefents 1ticlt on a retrof peét
of the feveral circumftances which have
been drawn together in the foregoing

pages. Lct
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... Let thofe to whom the amiable fuf.
ferers were moft dear, refle@ on the fate
of fuch of the fame fex as were wrecked
in the Grofvenor, who efcaping a fudden
violent death, were expofed to hunger,
thirft, nakednefs, the attacks of wild
beafts, and of the ftill greater brutes,
the favages of the human race; who, cut
off from all hope of ever being reftored
to any of the comforts of focicty, muft
have looked tforward to death as a ref hge

from fuch tranfcendent calamities, and
bave confidered its tardy apprpz{ch as a
delay of happinefs; and let them com-
parc the fate of thefe wretched viftims
to that of the friends for whom they
mourn, who, in all the purity of virtye,
were ina moment transferred to everlaft-
ing happinefs, without a pang, and al-

moft without an apprehenfion ; and they

will
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will find an alleviation of their g’rict:
which refleCion will ftrengthen, tll time

has mellowed the poignancy of their an-
guith into mild and tender rggrets

Let -the friends and relations of the

officers, feamen and others of that fex,
derive comfort from the conflideration
that the lives of thofe who are engaged
in this perilous profeffion, are in a con-
ftant expofure to dangers more oftenfible,
though perhaps not more allual, than
thofe: of the tradefman, the mechanic,
or the artificer; and that the feparation
of fuch as are employed in this way of
hife from the reft of the community,
renders the accidents which befal them
more confpicuous and obfervable ; that

they would, in all probability, lofe the
* {ame
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hame number of thofe will whom they:
are conneéed in the ordinary events of
mortality, and that the purfuits which
brought them, to-this fudden, and, ‘appa-_
.rently, untimely cnd, were mnoccm,
ufeful and laudable. ﬂr% "

_And above all lct‘iu: < afflitted on the -
p{gﬁ:nt occafion, remember that the:
friends they lament neither precipitated
thcm&lvcs to deltru&ion bygnegledt; ob-
ﬁmacy temerity, -or -cven imprudence;

.a-.h,.-“t ;hat the event, however mdmcholy

“*in its operatign, -was the difpenfation of -

-"that Being who' “ rides in: the sobirkoind®

and dire8s. thﬁors, and that all his

purpol'cs, however upaccountable in the:
- weak , perceptions:of human wifdom, are

3 unqnc&mnably wile, gracious, ahd ult{{' £,
: maldy megc:ful S |
F _1 N1Ss.
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